
Jesus’ Core Attitudes for Life and Ministry
Attitudes that Jesus desires every single Christian, 
Church Leader, and Congregation to embrace and live out.
1.  Eternity Matters Most  

I fully believe that people will go to hell to pay for their own sins, unless they have a faith relationship with the Savior Jesus who has already paid the full price for all sins. My eternity mattered so much to God that He sacrificed His Son Jesus to pay the price for my sin. Now that I have this eternity, the eternity of my friends and family matters most to me.   Therefore, I believe that getting every sinner like me connected to their needed and perfect Savior is my highest and holiest priority.

· Mark 8:36  For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?
· 1 Timothy 2:4-7  God, our Savior, desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man[a] Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle ( I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
· John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
·  Acts 4:12 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."
·  1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
· John 3:16-17  16"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
·  Revelation 21:27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
2.  It’s Not About Me 

My personal tastes, preferences, and agendas take a back seat to the rescue agenda of my Savior…His mission of connecting all sinners to Himself.  The redeemed life I now live in Christ is no longer about my business, but rather, my Savior’s business.

· 2 Corinthians 5:15  Jesus died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
· 1 Corinthians 9:19 Though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.
· Mark 1:17-18  And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
-     2 Corinthians 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God
3.  The Lost Sheep Lens 
 Jesus has a passion for people who are not saved. This focus and filter applies to every single ministry and life decision. When Jesus says He would leave the ninety-nine sheep in the open field, just so He could seek out and rescue the one lost sheep, He means it.  Led of the Savior’s Spirit, I feel the same way, and live accordingly.

· Luke 15    The Parable of the Lost Sheep

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."

 3So he told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
The Parable of the Lost Coin

 8"Or what woman, having ten silver coins,[a] if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
The Parable of the Prodigal Son

 11And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to[b] one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

 17"But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'[c] 22But the father said to his servants,[d] 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate.

 25"Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' 31And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

·  Jude 22-23 22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by snatching them out of the fire;
· Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
· Acts 1:8 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
4.  A Timeless Message For Current Culture

God’s Word of Law (sin equals death), and Gospel (Jesus is the complete, perfect Savior and His blood paid the price for my sin) never changes.  Nor does any other truth from God’s Word.  That unchanging Word must be spoken to people in culturally relevant, understandable, and engaging ways, so that they can not only hear it, but believe it and be saved.  Jesus’ church should always be looking for new and effective ways to speak the love and truth of Jesus to a lost and wandering world.

·  Acts 8:26-31 26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the south[d] to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over and join this chariot." 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
· Matthew 13:19, Acts 17:23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.
·  Romans 10:14  14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?[c] And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
· Mark 2:22  And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins."
·  Acts 17  16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)
 22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.

 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’[b] As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

All Parables
5. Matthew 18 

This model rules every level of interaction and relationship.  The Savior’s people do not settle disputes or conflicts like the fallen world around them.  They do not gossip or go behind someone’s back to build a case against them.  Matthew 18 clearly spells out how Christians are called to solve disputes and clarify misperceptions.  There are no exceptions.  The clear instructions found in Matthew 18 should always be taught, honored, echoed, and defended.

·  Matthew 18:15-17  15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
· Ephesians 4:29  Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.
· Titus 3:10 10As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him,
·  Romans 1:29-31 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
6.  The Journey Continues
I have never “arrived” as a follower of the Savior, because He has plans to continually mature me, mold me, and stretch me as His missional disciple.  I will always have a teachable spirit on this journey.  I also believe that I am called to encourage everyone along on their journey of faith and witness, no matter where they currently are on that journey.

·  Philippians 3:12 12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
· Hebrews 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity,
· 2 Corinthians 10:15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence among you may be greatly enlarged
·  2 Thessalonians 1:3  3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers,[a] as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.
· Galatians 6:9  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
· Ephesians 4:14-16   14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
7.  Constant Worship 

This is my daily life lived out as a servant and witness of the Savior.  Corporate worship is an awesome time of faith-fueling, renewal, and empowerment.  I am designed to live a life of constant worship. God’s Word describes it is the daily life I live as a caring, serving, proactive witness of the Savior.

·  Romans 12:1   1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
· John 4:23-24 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
·  Acts 24:14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, ?
·  1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
· James 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
· Matthew 7:24  24 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
8. The Bible is the Fuel Needed for A Missionary Lifestyle
All disciples of Jesus are by definition missionaries.  We are sent into the world to share the good news of Jesus with everyone we meet.  The ongoing pursuit of Bible knowledge is vital for every follower of the Savior, SO THAT our faith can be fueled and our life of daily witness can be as effective as possible.  

Bible knowledge is essential, not only to strengthen my own faith, but also to fuel and empower my life of daily witness.  Understood properly, Bible study is designed to strengthen my faith SO THAT my life of daily witness and outreach can be as effective as possible.

need so that verses
·  Acts 8:30-31 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
·  Acts 17:23 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.
·  Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
·  2 Corinthians 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
·  Romans 10:15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!
9.  Tithing and Extreme Generosity
Like their Savior, followers of Jesus are called to live out radical lives, which include tithing and extreme generosity.  Tithing 10% of my income is a statement that 100% of what I have belongs to Jesus Christ. Tithing is the starting point and above and beyond that is extreme generosity. This includes living a life of generous caring, serving, and giving.  Unbelievers are often led to re-evaluate and more seriously consider a relationship with the Savior Jesus after they have encountered the amazing generosity of the Savior’s people.   My generosity of tithing obviously plays a vital role in supporting the ministries, missions, and staffing needs of a soul-saving congregation.

· Matthew 23:23  23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.
·  Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
· 2 Corinthians 8:7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
·  Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
·  Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.
· 1 There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I know your eagerness to help,2 cor 9:1
· 2 Corinthians 9:6-8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
· 2 cor 9:11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  - whole chapter
· Leviticus 27 30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.
· Deut 12:11 there you are to bring everything I command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD.
· Malachi 3  7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.
   “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’  “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.

10. Lives of Invitation 

Jesus believes in the importance of constantly inviting new people into my life, and then as God gives opportunity, into a church home and a relationship with Jesus.

God will constantly bring unchurched and dechurched souls into my life.  I will be ready to welcome and befriend them as Christ intends.  I will also have my eyes wide open for every opportunity to plants seeds of Jesus’ love and truth within them.

·  2 Corinthians 5:20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
·  1 Timothy 2:4 God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
· Hebrews 13:12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.?
·  Mark 9:37  37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
· Acts 1:8  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
· Jude 22-23  22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by snatching them out of the fire;
· John 20:21  21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you."
 1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
Missionary lifestyle verses

11. Next Generation Priority 

Passing the Christian faith onto the next generation and equipping them for their life as missionaries is a highest and most holy priority.

When Jesus commands His church to, “make disciples of all nations”, that calling certainly begins with the children that God has purposefully placed in our midst.  Of course, the Great Commission doesn’t end there, but it certainly begins with the high and holy calling of training children in the faith, and that responsibility should never be downplayed.

·  Deuteronomy 4:9-10  9 "Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s children— 10how on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so.'
· Psalm 79:13  But we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
   will give thanks to you forever;

   from generation to generation we will recount your praise.

- Matthew 18:2-6  He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.

Causing to Stumble

    6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.
·  Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven."
· Deut 6:5-9  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
·  Psalm 71:18 So even to old age and gray hairs,
   O God, do not forsake me,

until I proclaim your might to another generation,

   your power to all those to come.
12. The Launching of New Church Plants and Missional Leaders 
This is a leading priority for every single Christian congregation. Since the book of Acts was recorded, new church plants have proven to be incredibly effective at connecting unchurched people to the Savior Jesus and a church home.  In the 21st century, we see that reality played out just as profoundly as in the Early Church.  The launching of outreach-focused church plants, missional leaders and mission movements should always be a leading priority for God’s people.
·  Matthew 28:19-20
· Romans 10:9-15 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”[e] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”[f]
 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”[g]
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